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Our Mission: 

'To develop responsible, independent individuals who love learning and have the 
knowledge and attitudes to be successful in an ever changing world'. 
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As a Rights Respecting School, our philosophy is underpinned by the values and principles 
of the United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 

Articles from the UNCRC which are directly linked to the PSHE curriculum at St. Lawrence 
School: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Duty Bearers, it is our responsibility to teach children their rights.  This is done 
predominantly through PSHE sessions. Children learn about their rights, through their rights 
and for their rights.  Staff and young people have an understanding that rights are inherent, 
inalienable, indivisible, universal and unconditional, using language appropriate to children 
and young people’s age and ability. 
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Mission 

To develop responsible, independent individuals who (love learning and) have the knowledge and attitudes 

to be successful in an ever changing world. 

Ethos and beliefs 

School should be about empowering children to be successful in an ever changing world. By providing rich 

and memorable learning experiences and engaging our children through hands on activities, we support 

the development of their skills as well as their knowledge and understanding. 

It is important to us that children are able to connect what they do at school to the real world and that 

they learn how to think creatively and solve problems, both independently and collaboratively. As such, we 

enable children to take on responsibilities, to make choices about their learning and to find out their own 

interests and fascinations. 

Core Values 

Independence: 

• We are confident to be unique 

• We respect each other inside and out 

• We are happy for our own and for each other’s successes 

Responsibility: 

• We treat others how we would like to be treated 

• We tell the truth 

• We care about each other’s feelings 

Success 

• We ask questions and figure things out for ourselves 

• We listen in a respectful way 

• We try our best and learn from our mistakes  
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Aims and Objectives  
 
We live in an increasingly scientific and technological age where children need to acquire the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes to prepare them for life in the 21st century.  
We, at St. Lawrence Primary School believe that the teaching of science develops in children an interest and curiosity 
about the world in which they live, and fosters in them a respect for the environment. Science stimulates and excites 
children’s curiosity about phenomena and events in the world around them. It teaches methods of enquiry and 
investigation to stimulate creative thought. We believe that the teaching of science develops in children an interest 
about the world in which they live, and fosters in them a respect for the environment.  
 

Through our Science teaching we aim to:  
 

• Equip children to use themselves as starting points for learning about science, and to build on their 
enthusiasm and natural sense of wonder about the world.  

• Raise standards of achievement and attainment in science.  

• Develop through practical work, the skills of observation, prediction, investigation, interpretation, 
communication, questioning and hypothesizing, and increased use of precise measurement skills and ICT.  

• Encourage and enable pupils to offer their own suggestions, to be creative in their approach to science, and 
to gain enjoyment from their scientific exploration.  

• Enable children to develop their skills of co-operation through working with others, and to encourage where 
possible, ways for children to explore science in forms which are relevant and meaningful to them.  

• Teach scientific enquiry through contexts taken from the Jersey Curriculum for science.  

• Encourage children to collect relevant evidence and to question outcome and to persevere.  

• Encourage children to treat the living and non-living environment with respect and sensitivity.  

• Stress the need for personal and group safety by the correct usage and storage of resources.  

• Enable children to appreciate that we do not always know the answers and results when carrying out 
scientific enquiry.  

• Ask and answer scientific questions.  
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Planning  

The long and medium term science planning can be found in Teacher shared, planning. It is the role of the science 

leader to compose the long-term plan, which is reviewed annually.  

The requirements in the long-term plan are taken from Hamilton and Plan Bee schemes as well as the Science Jersey 

Curriculum (Working Scientifically and Programme of Study).  

It is the responsibility of the class teachers to generate the medium term plan (have access to Hamilton and PlanBee) 

and weekly plans (in a format they seem fit) which are in line with the long term planning requirements and 

therefore have clear learning objectives. In some cases, the learning objectives are shared with the children as a 

scientific question and noted on the planning. It is the role of the science leader to monitor and advise teachers on 

medium and short term planning giving feedback and assistance where necessary. 

Marking/ Assessment  

Marking of the children’s work is completed in line with the school’s marking policy( see Appendix 2). It is also the 

responsibility of the class teacher to maintain an overview of each child’s progress in science. A variety of strategies 

including observations, questioning, discussion and marking are used to formatively assess progress against the 

learnt objectives. This information is used to identify what is taught next.  

During half termly science investigations (linked to the Cornerstones Love to Investigate), teachers observe children 

at work and make a judgement of their performance against age related expectations using “Jersey Scientific 

Enquiry, Skills Progression Framework’.  

Teachers use quiz questions to test children’s knowledge of the science programmes of study at the end of each unit 

of work, using PlanBee materials.  

Scientific Language 

In all year groups, scientific language is modelled by the class teacher and encouraged to be used by the children. 

This is in relation to both scientific enquiry and topic specific vocabulary. Where possible, this specific language is 

visually available to the children (e.g. via a word mat or display). With the teacher’s discretion, children’s spellings of 

scientific language are also corrected.  

Teaching of Science  

To provide adequate time for developing scientific knowledge, skills and understanding, each teacher provides 

weekly science lessons and one ‘ independent investigation’ half termly. Cross-curricular links are also made where 

possible to enhance the learning of science, e.g. through writing about scientific phenomena, using maths to 

represent data and using ICT to document findings. The science leader monitors the teaching and learning of science 

via termly ‘book looks’ and provides necessary feedback. 
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Health and Safety  

The safe use of equipment and consideration of others is promoted at all times.  Some general risk assessments have 

been taken from the CLEAPS website (see Appendix ) and read/amended by class teachers when necessary before 

specific tasks are carried out/ equipment is used. Children are made aware of safety issues and, where appropriate, 

the reasons behind them. In most cases, dynamic risk assessments are continuously carried out by the class teacher. 

Activities which take place away from the school’s premises require a risk assessment form to be filled in. 

Resources  

The school holds a central bank (science cupboard) of resources. The science leader is responsible for maintaining 

this area and ordering any necessary items that have been identified as a need. All staff members are responsible for 

collecting and returning necessary items to the correct place to ensure that resources are easy for all staff to find. 

Equal opportunities  

All children at St.Lawrence School are given equal opportunities in all areas of science. We are committed to 

providing all children with an equal entitlement to scientific activities and opportunities regardless of race, gender, 

culture or class. 

Working Scientifically 

Where possible, ‘Working Scientifically’ requirements are taught through and clearly related to the programme of 

study.  

Through this approach we aim to develop the following skills: 

Exploring, observing, classifying, noticing patterns, fair testing, problem solving, applying models, raising questions, 

predicting, hypothesising, planning, controlling factors, measuring, collecting and interpreting data, constructing 

tables and graphs, explaining, communicating and evaluating findings and researching information. 

 
Early years 
 
At Foundation level, science is an integral part of learning and is embedded throughout activities and play. At this 

stage, science is taught within ‘Understanding the World’. As the Nursery and Reception classes are part of the Early 

Years Foundation Stage, we relate the scientific aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the 

‘Development Matters’ and ‘Early Learning Goals (ELGs)’ which underpin the curriculum planning for children from 

birth to age five. The programme ‘EXATT’, which divides the ‘ELGs’ into smaller objectives, is also used in foundation 

stage as an assessment tracker.  
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SMSC in Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual  
Science is using evidence to make sense 

of the world. It has the ability to make 

us feel both enormously insignificant 

(compared to the scale of the visible 

universe) and enormously significant (we 

are genetically unique). It helps us 

understand our relationship with the 

world around us (how the physical world 

behaves, the interdependence of all 

living things). Making new discoveries 

increases our sense of awe and wonder 

at the complexities of the natural world. 

For scientists, this is a spiritual 

experience and drives us onwards in our 

search for understanding.  

 

Moral  
Moral decisions are an important 

aspect of Science. Scientific 

discoveries and inventions need to be 

used responsibly, and decisions made 

based on evidence (not prejudice). 

Pupils realise that moral dilemmas 

are often involved in scientific 

developments. When considering the 

environment, the use of further 

natural resources and its effect on 

future generations is an important 

moral consideration.  
 

Social  
At St Lawrence, science is about 

collaboration. Sharing ideas, data, and 

results (for further testing and 

development by others) is a key principle 

of the scientific method. We encourage 

pupils to work together on scientific 

investigations and to share results (to 

improve reliability). Science has a major 

impact on the quality of our lives. In 

Science lessons, pupils consider the 

social impact (both positive and negative) 

of science and technology.  
 

Cultural  
Science permeates modern culture and 

has played a key part in developing it. In 

Science lessons, we explore and 

celebrate research and developments 

that take place in many different 

cultures, both past and present. We 

explore how scientific discoveries have 

shaped the beliefs and cultures of the 

modern world.  
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Oracy in Science 
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